GIIJ:;
Crittenden

WHAT’S NEXT Sports Page 10
Basketball Ends; Spring Sports Begin

24/7 BREAKING AND LOCAL NEWS / THE-PRESS.COM

Press

12 PAGES /VOLUME 140 / NUMBER 12

THURSDAY, MARCH 25, 2021

ONE DOLLAR

AN INDEPENDENTLY-OWNED, LOCAL NEWSPAPER SINCE 1879

IN OUR SCHOOLS

GRADUATE, PROM, GRADES...

Crittenden County School Dis-
trict’s third-quarter grading period
ended Wednesday, March 24. Re-
port cards go home April 1. Class
scheduling for next school year’s
sophomores, juniors and seniors
will begin next week. Virtual Fresh-
man Orientation is at 5 p.m.,
Thursday, March 25. Students
should have received a digital link
to join that meeting.

Prom will be on Saturday, May 1.
Prom is open to juniors and seniors
and their eligible guests. It will be
held on campus.

Graduation has been set for Fri-
day, May 28. It will begin at 6 p.m.
Further details are pending as pan-
demic restrictions could loosen by
then. Right now, plans are to hold
the event at Rocket Stadium with
50 percent capacity, which is about
1,000 people. The district is hoping
the capacity restriction will be more
libral by the end of May.

Spring break for Crittenden
County students will be April 5-9.

PAST KET HOST AL SMITH DIES

Al Smith, a longtime Kentucky
journalist and the founding host of
KET's "Comment on

Kentucky" died Friday.
He was 94. Smith’s
journalism career
began as owner of a
chain of rural weekly
newspapers based in
Russellville. Comment

on Kentucky was a popular pro-
gram featuring journalists from
across the state discussing the
Commonwealth’s weekly news.
Smith, who lived in Lexington with
his wife, Martha Helen, died at their
Sarasota, Fla., home where they
had been staying. He had been in
declining health in recent weeks
and had been in hospice care.

CITY MEETING IN SPECIAL
SESSION ON THURSDAY

Marion City Council will meet at 5
p.m., Thursday, March 25 in special
session to discuss a handful of is-
sues. Among them will be a pro-
posed rate hike in the
environmental fee currently
charged on water and sewer bills.
Because of higher than anticipated
costs to build a new Marion sewer
plant, the Kentucky Infrastructure
Authority is telling local leaders
they must raise more money to pay
off the anticipated debt. While
some council members balked at
the idea of raising the environmen-
tal fee during a meeting last week,
they may not have an option. Look-
ing for answers, city leaders may
have found a few hundred thou-
sand dollars in COVID Relief money
that can supplement the sewer
plant project, and perhaps a way to
increase the environmental fee in-
crementally. Those matters will be
on the table when the seven-per-
son council convenes this week at
city hall.

UPCOMING MEETINGS

¢City Council Special Meeting at
5 p.m., Thursday at city hall.

eCrittenden County Fiscal Court
will meet in special session at 8:30
a.m., Wednesday, March 31 the
courthouse.

The
(ﬂi%ittenben Press

USPS 138-260 / Marion, Ky.

©2021, The Crittenden Press Inc.
The contents of this newspaper,
including stories and advertising, are protected by
U.S. copyright laws.

A large wall map in Ronnie Slayden’s office depicts water lines constructed in Crittenden and
Livingston counties during his long tenure with the water district.

From the Beginning of Water

Retiring utility superintendent Slayden opened
first valve to county water pipes 35 years ago

STAFF REPORT

Ronnie Slayden turned the
drinking water spigot on to
Crittenden and Livingston
counties 35 years ago — liter-
ally.

When he retires in a few
days, there’s good news. The
nearly two million gallons of
water per day will keep flow-
ing from the Crittenden-Liv-
ingston Water District into
homes across what’s now
four counties.

Slayden and his late fa-
ther, Robert, were among the
earliest hands to stab pipe
into the ground and activate
meters for what’s become
thousands of water district

contract in 1985 when the
water district was just gain-
ing its wings. The district
was the brain child of a for-
mer radio station owner, the
late George Patmor, who be-
lieved everyone should have
potable water in their
homes. He saw that mission
as something akin to the
great electrification of rural
America a half century ear-
lier. With a dogged ap-
proach, he and other
visionaries formed the two-
county water district. It was
a multi-community system,
something novel to rural
water at the time, and it still
is today.

“I don’t know if there’s an-

public retirement reception
in Salem between 3-5 p.m.,
Friday, April 2 at the former
Simply Southern Restau-
rant.

At 63, Slayden says and
appears as though he’s per-
fectly capable of continuing
to make water, but he’s
grown weary of the late-
night leaks and stresses that
go along with running a
public service utility with an
annual budget of $2.8 mil-
lion. He’d rather hunt and
fish, and relocate old log
cabins - something that’s
become a passion. He and
his wife Sharon, head of the
respiratory department at

customers. They operated a
dad-and-son construction
business in the Salem area
and landed the maintenance

other one like it in the state,”
said Slayden,
there will be a come-and-go

Crittenden Community Hos-
pital for more than

for whom

See WATER/page 9

Tragic shop fire leaves family fatherless

STAFF REPORT

No corner of the commu-
nity was unshaken by the
tragic news of a young father
and husband who perished
in an apparent explosion
and fire in the shop behind
his home on Blackburn
Church Road.

the accident.

Firemen believe Wright
may have been welding
when some type of cate-
strophic explosion occurred.

He leaves a wife and four
children, ages nine, seven,
four and 10 months. All of
them were home when the

Firefighters were called to
the scene just before 2 p.m.,
Friday. They arrived to find a
large shop and barn fully en-
gulfed in flames. Jessica
Wright told them she be-
lieved that her husband was
inside.

It took a few hours for fire-

ner

Rogers Group
idling quarry

STAFF REPORT

Rogers Group will stop quarrying
limestone on Friday at its facility on
Crittenden Springs Road west of Mar-
ion.

A company spokesperson character-
ized the stoppage as “temporary.”

Michael Cansler who is headquar-
tered at Rogers Group’s office in Hop-
kinsville, cited economic conditions in
the company’s decision to idle the
quarrying operations. He said an as-
phalt plant at the site will continue to
be operated.

The strip-mine quarry was first
opened in 2010 after an underground
mining operation north of Marion was
idled.

Crittenden County and the City of
Marion typically buy aggregate for
street and road repairs from Rogers
Group. County Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom said other vendors in the area
are also used. There are other nearby
quarries in Fredonia, Burna and
Princeton.

First responders found the
barn ablaze when they arrived.

men and other first respon-
ders to get the blaze put out
and to recover the body.
Crittenden County Coro-
Brad Gilbert
Nathan Wright, 30, died in

incident happened a few feet
behind their house.

Friends and family took to
social media after the
tragedy, describing Wright
as a loving father and a
good-natured co-worker.

See a complete obituary on
page 2.

said

o

As part of The Crittenden Press’ celebra-
tion of Women'’s History Month, we visited
with longtime civic leader Susan Alexan-
der and local historian Brenda Under-
down to explore the lives of some of
Marion’s most fascinating and successful
women. We also trace the history of the
Marion Woman’s Club from its humble
beginnings and original mission to pro-
vide a “freshening” station for women vis-
iting town in an earlier era. The complete
50-minute audio interview can be heard
at The Press Online, and on our other so-
cial media platforms.

Just a mom,
out oh S0
much more

After church Sunday,
exhaustion caused me to
collapse on my parents’
couch. Knowing they
would handle daughter
Annie, my body internally
decided it was time to
recharge. Following a
three-hour-slumber, we
quickly grabbed our
things to head home. My
parents waved as we
pulled out of their drive-
way, just like grandpar-
ents do in the movies.

Fifteen minutes down
the road, my mind trav-
eled to my youth and af-
ternoons
spent with
grandparents
after church.

It seemed like
mom and my

aunt took

turns each

week for a Kayla

nap in their = MAXFIELD

old room, Press Columnist

while the MAX-EDOUT

kids played
on the lawn or watched
Wheel of Fortune in the
sitting room. Those were
precious memories that
had not surfaced in years.

Started to wonder how
exhausted my mom must
have been raising two kids
who constantly gave her a
run for her money. On top
of raising children, she
worked in a factory well
over 40 hours a week for
as long as I can remem-
ber.

Brother and I have
never had to want for any-
thing. Anytime we had a
desire, we'd make mention
and it would show up
quickly. Some may call it
spoiling children, I think
we are extremely well-
loved.

Through the years she
has been volunteered (or
volun-told) for many
events. Whether decorat-
ing for a school party or a
friend's wedding, she has
always outdone herself
making the most beautiful
arrangements and some-
how using the most un-
usual items to dress up
any banquet hall. She al-
ways gets the job done
well, and right. A trait
from both of her parents.

She has a giving heart
and will give anything she
has to anyone she comes
into contact with, no mat-
ter the circumstances. If
she has it, you got it, too.

Like most mother-
daughter duos, we haven't
always gotten along. Way
back when, [ wasn't easy
on her mind, and it was
hard at times to deal with
me. Now that I have my
own little girl, I think back
to all those times mom
would tell me how "you'll
understand when you
have your own kids one
day..." and then she'd fin-
ish the sentence with
some special phrase only
a mother can get away
with.

I thought I knew back
then the true meaning of
love. I thought I under-
stood the trials she faced,
the work schedule and
workload she held.

It's in my gifted role as a
mother, I've realized that
my mom is just a person
who had children. And I
just so happen to be one
of those children.

Time marches on. We
raise our daughter the
best we can. Deep down,

See TIME/page 12




Deaths
Beck

Margaret Sandra Whitt
Beck, 82, formerly of
Marion, died Sunday,
March 14, 2021 at St Jo-
seph East in Lexington.

She was the daughter
of the late George
“Buster” Whitt Sr., and
Lahoma (Brown) Whitt.

Surviving are two
daughters, Cindy
(McDowell) Moore and

Kelly McDowell; a
brother, Larry Whitt of
Calvert City; and three
grandchildren, Allyson
Moore, Joseph Moore
and Jordan Carey Koch.
Three great grandchil-
dren, Samuel Wade,
Oakley Ryan Moore and
Owen Douglas Koch.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Billy Joe McDowell; a
daughter, Tammy
(McDowell) Carey Walker;
a brother, Buddy Whitt;
and two sisters, Barbara
Dixon and Janice Cot-
trell.

Services were Sat-
urday, March 20 at Gil-
bert Funeral Home with
burial in New Bethel
Cemetery.

Rushing

Deanna Michelle Rush-
ing, 44, formerly of
Princeton, died Tuesday,
March 16, 2021 at Dea-
coness
Gateway
Hospital in
Newburgh,

Ind. She
was a con-
venience
store man-
ager and
member of
Second
Baptist Church in
Princeton. She loved
NASCAR. She enjoyed
decorating cakes and col

Surviving are her
mother, Janis Rushing; a
sister, Star (Tim) Corum
of Earlington; a brother,
Charles W. (JoAnn)
Rushing, Jr. of Hopkins-
ville; and several nieces
and nephews.

She is preceded in
death by her father,
Charles Wilbur Rushing,
Sr.

Services were Sat-
urday, March 20 at Mor-
gan's Funeral Home with
Bro. Ryan Scott and Bro.
Darell Eldridge officiat-
ing.

Burial was in Meeks
cemetery in Caldwell
County.

Hodge

Robert Wayne Hodge,
59, of Fredonia, died
Thursday, March 18,
2021 at Lourdes Hospital
in Paducah. He was a
member of Fredonia
Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church.

Surviving are his wife,
Connie Hodge of Fredo-
nia; children, Jessie and
Brittany Harper and
Lynn Korb, all of Virginia;
a grandson, Benjamin
Harper of Virginia; his
mother, Virginia McDow-
ell of Marion; and a
sister, Carlene Thomp-
son of Marion.

He was preceded in
death by his father, Wil-
liam Grady Hodge.

Services were Monday,
March 22 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in
Asher Cemetery.

Memorials may be
made to the National Kid-
ney Foundation.

Bosworth

Vernon “Vern” Willis
Bosworth, 81, of Somer-
set, died Tuesday, March
16, 2021 at
Hospice of
Lake Cum-
berland
Jean Wad-
dle Care
Center.

He was
born March
9, 1940 in
South Jef-
ferson, Maine to the late
Merton Albert Bosworth
and Doris Turner Bos-
worth.

He attended
the local gram-
mar school and
graduated from
Lincoln
Academy High
School in New-
castle in 1958. He served
his country in the United
States Army where he
was stationed at Red-
stone Arsenal Army Base

in Huntsville, Ala. He
married his high school
sweetheart, Nettie Griffin,
and settled in Damaris-
cotta, Maine. They had
four children: Vernon
Jr., Teresa, Holly and
Sherry.

Over the years he
worked as a mechanic, a
logger, a janitor/mainte-
nance and bus driver,
plowing driveways and
other odds and ends. He
was a jack of all trades
and could do anything he
put his mind to. In 1970
Vern was saved, joined
the Waldoboro Pentecos-
tal Church and was bap-
tized at Crescent Beach
in Jefferson. Attending
church or prayer meeting
or Bible study became
his life and he wanted to
share this new passion
with everybody.

After his remarriage,
he moved to Sunnybrook
in 1980 and later to Mon-
ticello. He became an or-
dained minister and
dreamed of starting his
own ministry up until the
day he died. Rather than
having a church of brick
and mortar, his ministry
was through helping
others come to faith in
Christ.

After being widowed,
he married Susan Brock
of Somerset, on Dec. 1,
2007. She was a won-
derful companion for him
and loving caregiver in
the end. They traveled
all over the country,
played putt-putt golf on
Friday nights and went to
the local water park reg-
ularly. He enjoyed sing-
ing and playing guitar at
the weekly Pisgah
Schoolhouse Pickin’ and
Grinnin’. He always had
a jigsaw puzzle going and
worked under his
Masters and Contractors
electrician licenses until
one year before his
death.

Along with his par-
ents, he was preceded in
death by a son, Vernon
W. Bosworth, Jr.; a
grandson, Ricky Ginnaty;
and three brothers, Rich-
ard Bosworth, Kenneth
Bosworth and Clifford
Bosworth.

He is survived by his
wife, Susan Brock Bos-
worth and his beloved
dog, Leah of Somerset;
three daughters, Teresa
(Mike) Starr of Bremen,
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Maine, Holly (Garth)
Miller of Whidbey Island,
Wash., and Sherry Per-
kins of Whidbey Island,
Wash; a sister, Evelyn
Bennett of Farmingdale,
Maine; eight grandchil-
dren, Mary Helen and
Erin Ginnaty, Victoria
and Kyle Perkins, Mi-
chael, Christopher and
Brent Burns and Landon
Miller; and several great-
grandchildren and one
great-great-grandchild.
A Celebration of Life
service was held Friday,
March 19 at the Chapel
of Lake Cumberland Fu-
neral Home with Todd
Meadows and  Matt
Thompson  officiating.
Burial will be at Mill
Springs National Ceme-
tery in Nancy. Military
Honors will be conducted
by the American Legion
Post #38 Honor Guard.
The family is grateful
for the loving care he re-
ceived at home by the
Home Helpers Agency
and by Hospice of Lake
Cumberland in their unit
at Lake Cumberland Re-
gional Hospital.
Memorials may be
made to the Gideon Bible
Memorial Fund or Hos-
pice of Lake Cumberland,
100 Parkway Drive, Som-
erset, KY 42503.
Condolences may be
sent to the family at
www.LakeCumberland-
FuneralService.com.
Paid obituary

Kennemore

Jean L. Kennemore,
97, of Paducah, formerly
of Mayfield, died Friday,
March 19, 2021 at Prov-
idence Pointe in Padu-
cah.

Surviving are two
daughters, Linda (Billy)
Ramer of Paducah and
Rebekah “Becky”
(Shayne) Green of Lake
Jackson, Texas; four
grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren:
Jean Ellen (Scott) Ramer
Baker of Lebanon, Ten-
nessee, Jason (Jay) Mat-
thew (miranda) Ramer of
Smiths Grove, Andrew
Shayne Green of Hous-
ton, Alexander Scott
Green and wife Katelyn of
Georgetown, Texas,
Maria Jolin, Noah Jack

and Emily Claire Baker of
Lebanon, Tenn..

She was peceded in
death by a sister, Virginia
Lindle; and her parents,
Arthur and Ruth Lynch.

A memorial service will
be held at 11 a.m., Sat-
urday, April 3 at Mayfield
Memorial Gardens.

Wright

Nathan Wright, 30, of
Marion, died Friday,
March 19, 2021 at his
residence in Crittenden
County. He was born
Sept. 22, 1990 to Harold
Wright, Jr., and Kimberly
Mosley in Arcadia, Fla.
He attended Bethany
Baptist Church. He was a
2008 graduate of Union
County High School and
was a coal miner at River
View Coal mines. He en-
joyed hunting, fishing
and horseback riding. He
loved his family and
spending time with them.

Surviving are his wife
Jessica Wright of Marion;

four children
Jhett  Wright, Jack
Wright, Jentry Wright
and Jansen Lane Wright;
his mother
Kimberly (Larry) Mosley
of Sturgis; his father,

Harold (Marilyn) Wright,
Jr.  of Sturgis; two
brothers, Trae (Tara)
Wright of Sturgis and
Matt (Denise) Wright of
Oklahoma; and a sister,
Angel Wright of Sturgis.
Services were Wednes-
day, March 24 at Whitsell
Funeral Home in Sturgis.
Rev. Dennis Williams of-
ficiated. Burial was in
Blackburn Church Cem-
etery in  Crittenden
County. Memorials can
be made to the Nathan
Wright Memorial Fund at
Farmers Bank & Trust;
201 South Main Street
Marion, KY 42064.

Online
Condolences

myersfuneralhomeonline.com
boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com

Most obituaries in this
newspaper are free. Ask
your funeral director about
custom fee-based
obituaries.

Fire aid
set up for
Boones

Friends and former
classmates of Linda, Lee
and Alan Boone have
come to the family’s aid
after their home was
deestroyed by fire March
16.

A GoFundMe was es-
tablished, as well as an
account at Farmers
Bank. The GoFundMe
account is called “House
Fire for Linda Howton
Boone.”

Contributions may be
made to the bank ac-
count “CCHS Class of
1988,” or donations can
be be mailed to Nancy
Hodge, 3607 US 60 W,
Marion, KY 42064.

The Boone residence
was located on Ky. 365
between Marion and
Sturgis. Nearby families
have provided the family
a place to stay, friends
say.

Schools ask
for feedback

Crittenden County
School District is solicit-
ing parent input as
leaders plan for the next
school year.

Complete a survey at
forms.gle/gvWQVtpd2VQ
p1dXf6 to help determine
subject matter and types
of summer sessions
most beneficial for your
student to catch wup,

maintain or advance
their learning.

“Readying Our
Rockets” is the theme

heading into the 2021-
2022 school year.
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YEHLING TEAM IS
PRODUCING WRITER
YOUTUBE WEBCAST

Local author Bob
Yehling and his Word
Journeys team is pro-
ducing a social media
webcast where writers
across all genres and
from throughout the
country are inter-
viewed. The webcast is
a 45-minute produc-
tion and right now all
interviews are being
conducted over Zoom.
They are published on
YouTube, Spotify,
iTunes, Amazon,
Google Podcasts, An-
chor and Pocket Casts.

The shows have a
distinct local flavor with
Alexa Tabor of Marion
joining Yehling as co-
host. Additionally,
Trevor Faith of Salem is
the show’s producer
and Erin James of Mar-
ion is associate pro-
ducer.

Yehling said the
show is for writers and
readers alike. It was
launched in early March
and called Front Page
Pass. This week, local
author Regina Merrick
was a featured guest on
the program, which will
run almost an hour
long.

The shows are
recorded at the Word

it 1 11URSDAY

Journeys studio and
headquarters on Main
Street in Marion.

HAMBY RAISED T0
SARGEANT BY KSP

Crittenden County
navite Cory Hamby has
been promoted to
sargeant by the Ken-
tucky State Police.

The announcement
was made late last
week as 30 officers
were recognized at a
ceremony held at the
KSP Training Academy.
The promotion cere-
mony was originally to
have taken place last
year, but postponed
due to the pandemic.

Hamby will remain
assigned to the Post 1
unit in Mayfield.

MARCH’S AG TAGS
HELP COUNTY 4-H

Half the money from
a $10 Ag Tag donation
when renewing a farm
license plate in March
comes back to Critten-
den County 4-H and
FFA.

Local farmers can
help make Crittenden
County one of the top
contributors to the
program by percentage
of those who contribute
by giving a $10 dona-
tion when they renew
their registration this
month. Registrations
can also be completed
online at https://se-
cure.kentucky.gov/kytc
/renewal.

And, you don't even
need a farm plate to
make a donation. Ask

YEAR AMOUNT

PCT. NO.

Crittenden County Ag Tags by year

4-H SHARE

2018-19........$1,370.00 .......
2017-18........$1,340.00 .......
2016-17 .......$1,460.00 .......
2015-16 .......$1,930.00 .......
2014-15........$1,290.00 .......
2013-14 .......$1,060.00 .......

201213 ....... $1,070.00 ........
Donation percentages were highest in Muhlenberg County, 81%.

16.00%" .....864........ $228.33
17.00% ......765 ....... $223.33
18.32%.......786 ....... $243.33
23.98% ......805 ....... $321.67
16.23% ......795 ....... $215.00
13.10% ......809 ....... $176.67
12.88%.......831........ $178.34

how when you come
into the office or call
270-965-3403.

COVID FUNERALS
T0 BE PAID BY FED

People whose loved
ones died from COVID-
19 will soon be able to
apply for reimburse-
ment for their funeral
expenses.

The Federal Emer-
gency Management
Agency is planning to
launch a reimburse-
ment program next
month, FEMA adminis-
trator Bob Fenton said
last week.

The program will use
funds from the Coron-
avirus Response and
Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act of
2021, which provided
the federal agency with
$2 billion to reimburse
individuals and house-
holds for COVID-19-
related funeral costs.

The United States has
had more than 537,000
people die from
COVID-19, according
to John Hopkins Uni-
versity.

checks to the “Dream a Farm” essay con-

OUR MEMORIES 60 BACK T0 1879

test winners, Libby Maddux ($50) and
Amanda Grau ($25).

March 24, 2011
B Crittenden County Middle School’s

March 25, 1971

B Students from Crittenden County were
recognized at an Honors Convocation fea-
turing top scholars and their parents at
Western Kentucky University. Students
recognized were: Charles Richard
Aldridge, sophomore; and Susan Phillips,
sophomore.

W Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Rushing of Crayne
received a letter citing their son, Wilson,
for outstanding service while serving in
Vietnam. The letter was from Wilson’s
commanding officer.

B Western Kentucky University student
Stuart L. Phillips from Marion, was initiated
into the Phi Eta Sigma National Freshman
Honor Society at its meeting held on the
Western campus. Phillips was honored for
his high scholarship achievement.

March 28, 1996

B Marion resident Julie Boram was
crowned Miss Murray State University. In
addition to the crown, Boram also received
an $850 scholarship.

M Linda Cook, chairman of the Crittenden
County Farm Bureau Women, presented

eighth graders led the CCMS speech team
to state sweepstakes success. Eighth
graders Katrina Mast, Cole Foster, Lauren
Beavers and Danielle Byarley were semifi-
nalists in the following categories: Mast in
Poetry Interpretation and Public Speaking,
Foster in Broadcast Announcing; Beavers
in Oratorical Declamation and Improvisa-
tional Duo; and Byarley in Improvisational
Duo. All of the students were ranked
among the top 16 performers in the state
in their respective categories.

M Crittenden County Elementary School
held a spelling bee, where 12 finalists
competed for prizes. The top three prize
winners were Jorden Claycomb, third
place with a $50 savings bond; Lauren
Gilchrist, second with a $75 savings bond;
and Kimberly Mast, first with a $100 sav-
ings bond. The finalists included Chloe
Daniels, Hannah Bell, Ellie McGowan, Zac
Claybrooke, Rose Lewis, Jake Gibson,
Mauri Collins, Hayley Stinnett and Alyssa
Snow.

M Crittenden County native Justin Travis
was recognized during a White Coat Cere-
mony at Indiana University School of Op-
tometry.

Bl Torey Baker made the Dean’s List at
Lindsey Wilson College for the fall term of
2010 with a 4.0 GPA. Baker was a 2010
graduate fo Crittenden County High
School.

Teen
hurt In
crash

STAFF REPORT
A Crittenden County
teenager was seriously

IRS, KY POSTPONE
TAX DEADLINES

The IRS has post-
poned the deadline for
federal income tax fil-
ing date for individuals
for the 2020 tax year.
Instead of April 15, the

new deadline is May 17.

Additionally, the
deadline for filing indi-
vidual income tax re-
turns in Kentucky has
been extended. Ken-
tucky announced that it
is extending its date to
May 17 as well so it will
be in line with the fed-
eral tax return date.

Individual Kentucky
taxpayers who need
additional time to file
beyond May 17 may re-
quest an extension
until Oct. 15. Anyone
doing this must file
Kentucky Form 740EXT,
but must pay any taxes
due by May 17, or in-
terest charges and
other penalties will

apply.

According to reports,
the federal extension
was made because the
IRS is dealing with a
massive backlog that
has left it unable to
fully process roughly
24 million tax filings
from individuals and
businesses since the
2019 tax year.

FREE TREES FRIDAY

Crittenden County
Conservation District,
in cooperation with the
Kentucky Division of
Forestry, will be hosting
its spring tree seedling
giveaway from 10 a.m.,
until noon on Friday,
March 26 at the district
office on East Bellville
Street across from The
Crittenden Press.

Seedlings will include
cypress, river birch,
yellow poplar, shumard
oak, pawpaw, pecan
and the persimmon.

Each person will be
limited to no more than
six trees.

SALEM SPRINGLAKE
EVACUATED SATURDAY

Residents at the
Salem Springlake
Health and Rehabilita-
tion Center had still not
been allowed to return
to the facility as of early
this week due to an
electrical malfunction

on Saturday that
prompted a complete
evacuation.

Salem Fire Depart-
ment responded to a
fire alarm about 2 p.m.,
and found that a light
fixture had shorted out.
More light fixtures
began to have the same
issue and upon further
investigation it was de-
termined that an HVAC
unit had malfunctioned
causing high voltage to
backfeed into the nurs-
ing home.

Daniel Newcomb, fire
chief at Salem, said 41
residents were initially
taken to an uneffected
area of the nursing fa-
cility, but when it was
determined that the
electrical issue was
substantial all were
moved to other off-site
locations.

Newcomb said the
Kentucky Fire Marshal
conducted an investi-
gation Monday and the
state electrical inspec-
tor will have to approve
repairs before residents
can return. On Tuesday,
Newcomb said it will
likely be this week.

For Breaking News
Between Issues
See The Press Online
Go to The Press Online

injured in a motorcycle
crash Sunday evening on
KY 70 in rural Caldwell
County near Fredonia.

Ian Ellington, 17, and
another Crittenden
County teen, Xander
Tabor, were driving sepa-
rate bikes at about 7:20
p.m., when they encoun-
tered a herd of deer.
Ellington’s bike collided
with one of the animals
and crashed.

Ellington suffered mul-
tiple injuries and was
transported to Caldwell
Medical. He was later
airlifted by AirEvac to an
Evansville hospital where
he has undergone multi-

A deer darted in front of
the motorcycle causing
the driver to skid along
the left side of the road.

ple surgeries to repair a
broken leg and pelvis.
The Caldwell County
Sheriff’s Department was
assisted at the scene by
Caldwell Fire and Rescue
and Caldwell EMS.
Donations to help the
family are being accepted
at any Farmers Bank lo-
cation or mailed to Atten-
tion: Ellington Donation,
PO Box 151, Marion, KY
42064-0151.
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Lamb signs with Cumberlands club

Dakota Lamb signed his commitment papers with the University of the Cumberlands last Thursday. The Livingston Central
senior will play baseball there starting this fall. He is pictured with his mother and father, Jimmy and Dawn; his high school
baseball coach Jerrod Quertermous and LCHS teammates. High school baseball season opens Monday.

Faughn,

95, still

donating blood

BY CHIP HUTCHESON
KENTUCKY TODAY

At age 95, long-time
Kentucky Baptist Dale
Faughn is quick to say
that his faith in Christ
“ties in with whatever
you do in life.” That prin-
ciple has guided him
through a storied career
where he is still making a
positive impact on
others.

Most recently he drew
acclaim for his faithful-
ness as a blood donor.
He has been donating
blood for more than 45
years, a distinction that
put him into the Guin-
ness Book of World
Records in 2016 as the
oldest active blood donor,
a record he still holds.
Earlier this month, he
donated his 280th pint to
the Baptist Health Blood
Bank in Madisonville.

* First Cumberland Pres-
byterian Church will host a
Good Friday candlelight
communion service at 7
p.m., Saturday, April 2. Dan-
iel Hopkins will lead the
service.

« Sugar Grove Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church
will have Easter sunrise
services at 6:15 a.m., Sun-
day, April 3.

-Livingston Hospital Aux-
iliary will have an Easter
Bunny “Hop Thru” between
3-5 p.m., Friday, April 2. The
event will take place in the
parking lot in front of Living-
ston Hospital. Goody bags
will be distributed to chil-
dren of all ages.

*Marion Baptist Church
will host an Easter Egg
Hunt at 10 a.m., Saturday,
April 3 on the youth soccer
field at Marion’s City-County
Park. Children ages 2
through fifth grade are wel-
come to participate.

Often when making the
45-minute drive to Madi-
sonville, he will take a
friend or two along so
they can donate blood as
well. But the actual pro-
cess of donating blood is
far from the rest of his
story.

“When we finish (do-
nating blood), we go to
the chapel and have a
prayer and thank the
Lord for giving us health.
We pray for those who
gave the blood, those
who took the blood,
those who will get the
blood — and we thank
God for the blood of

Christ,” Faughn said
blood.
Faughn taught 61

years in the Caldwell

County school system,
retiring at age 85.

Poetry has been a life-
long passion for him. He
writes poems to individ-
uals and groups, has
given numerous poetry
recitals and has pub-
lished books of poems. In
1986, the Kentucky
House of Representatives
named him a Kentucky

Dale
Faughn
recently
donated
his
280th
pint of
blood.

Poet Laureate.

He also places great
value on exercise. He ran
and race-walked compet-
itively for more than 30
years and is known to
promote healthy lifestyle
choices to the people he
meets.



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, March 25, 2021

5

Teacher souvenir cards from Owen, Piney Fork and Lone Star

Starting in the last de-
cade of the 19th Century
and continuing almost as
long as the old one-room

that is very much enjoyed
by all, and a bulletin board
for daily use. Our trust-
ee, Mr. Doyle Polk, with

school houses existed, the help of Messrs, Ray
many teach- Brown, Reu-
ers, if they had ben Peek and
the means, Martin Long,
gave little sou- painted the
venir cards to schoolhouse in-
their students side. They also
at the end of removed the
the school year. partition from
Since these the front of the
are one-room house, which
schools, the list gives us much
is for all the stu- needed room.
gients and not PBrenda The  windows
just the grad- and doors were
uating eighth- Underdo_wn also repaired.
grade class. County Historian Owen
Also given at school closed in
Christmastime Forgotten the early 1950s
was a Christ- Passages and students
mas Souvenir EE—C——TEeeaaw Were sent to
Greeting  card Frances School.

with the teach-
er’s picture and a list of
the students.

Sometimes these trea-
sured little cards show
up in unexpected plac-
es, such as in your fam-
ily’s old box of photos,
tucked away unnoticed
in a drawer or maybe at a
sale or auction. They are
a part of the history of our
one-room schools, and if
fortunate enough to have
a picture of the teacher
on it, perhaps never seen
before by the family, it is
indeed a treasurer.

Here are three of those
cards and a little history
of the schools and com-
munities where they were
located.

Owen School was lo-
cated a few miles from
the Frances communi-
ty on Ky. 855 North. It
sat in the area where the
Owen Cemetery is located
today. Some of the early
school records date the
old school back to 1897-
1898. First it was a log
house with puncheon
floor and split log seats,
then a boxed house. In
later years Mr. Asel Hodge
and Avery Elder, young
men of the community,
built a new house which
was framed with two win-
dows on each side and a
door in the front and one
window in the rear.

Some Owen school
news comes from The
Crittenden Press, Oct. 30,
1931. Last week finished
half of the school year. We
have had good attendance
all the time. There are
seven or eight who have
only been absent one or
two days, while the fol-
lowing pupils have perfect
attendance records: Er-
mae Ray Brown, Vivian
Brown, Margaret Gene
Polk, Georgia Nell Polk
and Mildred Lee Hodge.
Some of the older boys
have been absent to help
with sorghum making the
last two weeks.

The following are A and
B students: Ernestine Mc-
Donald, Willa Mae Wood-
all, Mary Alice Simpkins,
Fannie Bell Simpkins,
Vinina Brown, Annie Mil-
dred Simpkins, Donald
Edward Kirk, Margaret
Gene Polk, Georgia Nell
Polk, Mildred Lee Hodge,
Erma Ra Brown, Charles
Fox, Gwendola Koon,
Charles Ray Simpkins,
Virginia Brown and Paul
Fox.

Our largest boys have
made us a sawdust pit for
jumping, a reading table

Piney Fork School. At
the center of the commu-
nity was the Piney Fork
School. The Piney Fork
school was a one-room,
weatherboard structure
located across the road
from the church. It was
built in 1893 by a local
farmer, who was also a
school teacher and a fair
carpenter, Mr. Hice Phil-
lips. Mr. Phillips felt the
children had too great a
distance to walk to any of
the surrounding schools.
He, with the support of
parents, built the school
house, and he was also
the teacher.

All eight grades were
taught by one teach-
er. Reading, writing and
arithmetic were the basics
taught.

All community activi-
ties centered around the
school. Pie suppers, spell-
ing bees, 4-H meetings
and Christmas parties
were typical of the activi-
ties at the school.

Sept. 9, 1933 - Piney
Fork School News

Thirty-six pupils are
enrolled in the Piney Fork
school this year. Practi-
cally all of them are at-
tending every day and are
showing great interest in
their school work. More
than 20 have perfect at-
tendance records for the
first two months of school.
Several projects are being
carried out in the vari-
ous grades with special
emphasis placed on pen-
manship and drawing.

Monthly improvement
records of playground ac-
tivities, such as the 100-
yard dash, chinning the
bar, jumping, etc, are kept
and are creating much in-
terest.

The school room has
been painted and re-
decorated. New window
shades and curtains have
been ordered. Some of the
furniture has been var-
nished and each month
the walls are redecorated
with classified groups of
pictures by the students.
The school room has a
neat and homy appear-
ance and the pupils de-
light in keeping it clean.

Every minute of time
is taken up in construc-
tive work and play activ-
ities. If you want to see
pupils work and enjoy
school just come out to
Piney Fork. There are no
visitors’ days, you are wel-
come any time. Braxton
McDonald is the teacher
at Piney Fork this year.

The closing of the

Teacher Mildred Moore at Owen School in 1922 pre-
sented this Christmas Souvenir card to her students.

school in 1958 ended an
era that will long be re-
membered by many. It
was a sad day for a lot of
families when this hap-
pened. Many fond mem-
ories will be remembered
of these times attending
the country schools. The
old school building today
is still there but covered
by a barn and is used for
storing hay and sheltering
livestock.

Lone Star School. One
of our county schools that
wasn’t mentioned much
in the old Presses was the
Lone Star School. The
news and happenings at
the rural school weren’t
shared much with The
Press, so happenings and
activities at the school are
hard to find.

But it was very much
an active school. It was
located about half way
between Crayne Ceme-
tery Road and Ky. 1107
on what today is named
Lone Star Road. The road
used to be named Butler
Road, but sometime in
the 1980s it was appro-
priately renamed Lone
Star Road. Today, all that
is left as a reminder of the

school is an old iron hand
pump that the school
children used to pump
their drinking water.

The school was in op-
eration by the late 1880s,
and in1903 there were 77
students on the school
census for Lone Star
School.

In the Crittenden Coun-
ty School News, Nov. 22,
1923 Lone Star school
had an ad telling that
there would be a Pie Sup-
per and Musical at the
school house on Satur-
day night. It said: Every-
body come out for you will
be assured an enjoyable
time. These community
socials were a much-an-
ticipated events by chil-
dren and adults alike. I'm
sure the old school house
was packed from wall to
wall.

In the years of 1947-
1951, Clara Mae Woodall
was the teacher. Clara
Mae was a student at the
school. And after further-
ing her education, she
returned to be a teacher
there for four years. She
recalled the one-room
school was normal for the
time. All eight grades were
together in the one-room

At Piney Fork School in 1951, teacher Mrs. Dorothy Book-
er presented this memory souvenir card to her students.

Miss Nona Gass, teacher at Lone Star school in 1920,
presented this decorative memory card to her students.

school with two entrance
doors at the front, one for
the boy and one for the
girls. There was an out-
door toilet for the girls and
one for the boys.

The school closed in
1958. After it closed, the
building was bought by
James Woodall and was
torn down with the lum-
ber used for other things.
The old iron hand pump
the school children used
to pump their drinking
water used to be stand-
ing in the field not too far
from the road. You could
see it during the months
that the crops had been

harvested.

These words are so true
from the poem “The Little
White School House” by
Ellis Ford Hartford.

“Thankful may you be
if it was yours to go to a
country school. For those
who have known, it, it has
incomparable value. “

(Brenda Underdown is
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and
a member of Crittenden
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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A faithful witness

It has always been hard
to know what or who to
believe. We all have our
tendencies to believe the
best of some people and
the worst of others. This
works for groups as well. If
it is a group we
like, we look for

could not find Paul, they
attacked an innocent man.
(Acts 17:1-9).

It only takes a few who
have an agenda, or just
want to cause trouble, to
drag the rest of us through

one mess after
another. There

the best exam-
ples and omit
the rest. If it is
a group we do
not like, we look
for the worst
examples and
omit the rest.
Perhaps that is
overstating it a

is often just
enough legiti-
mate aggrava-
tion along with
just enough
distorted truth
for the “rabble”
to get a hear-
ing and turn a
problem into a

little, but we all crisis.
have our preju-  Sean It is no secret
dices. NIESTRATH that we now
We also play  gith paced columnist have technology
the game, “I available that
know you are Guest will continue to
but what am  (Columnist feed what we
I?” when our want to believe

group or part is
attacked. It is
never enough to admit the
wrong and make changes
for the better. What tends
to happen is something
like, well, that is not as
bad as what you did. This
is typical when we play
the game of blaming each
other rather than address-
ing the problem. I am one
who believes that, in spite
of what we may hear, there
are many good people mak-
ing sincere and productive
efforts to make changes
for the better. There are
many people, maybe even
most, who get up every
day and try to solve prob-
lems, knowing that there
are others who are simply
looking to escape respon-
sibility by casting blame or
complaining.

The book of Numbers
in the Old Testament tells
of the trouble Israel had
going through the wil-
derness. It all begins well
enough, but when we get
to chapter 11 the people
began to complain about
their misfortunes, which
are not enumerated and
somewhat puzzling given
their rescue and freedom.
The real trouble, howev-
er, began with a minority
called, “the rabble” (11:4).
After that we read of one
rebellious event after an-
other, none of which were
started by a majority.

We read of an incident
in the New Testament
when Paul was in Thessa-
lonica. He preached and
convinced some people to
believe. There were some
who became jealous of
Paul’s success and gath-
ered a crowd of rabble to
cause trouble. When they

about ourselves
and about oth-
ers. This is a time for wis-
dom, critical thinking, and
learning to trust faithful
witnesses while rejecting
others. We have become
so overwhelmed with some
agendas (in many cases
quite legitimate) that it is
possible to become incapa-
ble of hearing anything but
what we want to hear.

In “The Magician’s Neph-
ew,” C.S. Lewis wrote, “Of
course it can’t really have
been singing,” he thought,
“I must have imagined it...
Who ever heard of a lion
singing?” And the longer
and more beautiful the
Lion sang, the harder Un-
cle Andrew tried to make
himself believe that he
could hear nothing but
roaring. Now the trouble
about trying to make your-
self stupider than you real-
ly are is that you very often
succeed. . . He soon did
hear nothing but roaring
in Aslan’s song. Soon he
couldnt have heard any-

thing else even if he had
wanted to.”

It is one thing to be part
of the rabble that stirs
things up. It is quite an-
other to be part of that
much larger group that is
quite willing to share exag-
gerated, unverified, or pa-
tently false or out of con-
text “news.” Proverbs 14:5
says, “A faithful witness
does not lie, but a false
witness breathes out lies.”

The Roman historian
Tacitus (A.D. 56-120),
who lived in a time when
truth-telling might get
one killed says this in the
opening chapter of “Histo-
ries.”

“Truth suffered in more
ways than one. To an un-
derstandable ignorance of
policy, which now lay out-
side public control, was in
due course added a pas-
sion for flattery, or else a
hatred of autocrats. Thus
neither school bothered
about posterity, for the
one was bitterly alienated
and the other deeply com-
mitted. But whereas the
reader can easily discount
the bias of the time-serv-
ing historian, detraction
and spite find a ready au-
dience. Adulation bears
the ugly taint of subservi-
ence, but malice gives the
false impression of being
independent. . . But par-
tiality and hatred towards
any man are equally inap-
propriate in a writer who
claims to be honest and
reliable.” (Histories, Book
1:1).

We need faithful wit-
nesses and cautious eyes
and ears today — always
have.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a
minister in Madisonville,
Ky. He holds a doctoral
degree in ministry. You
may contact him at sean.
niestrath(@outlook.com.

Trustworthy guidance for growing older

Question: When | was
young, | didn’t have good
role models. Nor did |
receive the best council.
Now that | am an adult |
want to live a good life.
What advice would you
give on growing older?

Answer: | posed your
question to the men in
our Sunday school class
and here is their council:

1. Live diligently for
God. A half-hearted com-
mitment to God produces
emptiness, but a whole
hearted commitment to
Him is fully satisfying (Ps.
119:2).

2. Take the time each
day to read the Bible
and pray. God loves you
and really wants to have
an intimate fellowship
with you. A good place to
start reading is the Gos-
pel of John. Before you
read, ask God to speak to
you. Prayer is talking to
God and listening for Him
to speak back to your
spirit.

3. Maintain your
health. Without eating
wholesome foods and

exercising regularly, your

ASK
the
PASTOR

By Bob Hardison

body will not continue to
work properly. Without good
health, retirement with plen-
ty of money is of little value.

4. Listen to solid ad-
vice. Some advice is good
and some is bad. Ask God
for wisdom to discern the

difference (James 1:5). Fol-
low the good council and
reject the bad.

5. Maintain high integ-
rity. Keep your word. Pay
your bills. Keep your prom-
ises. Help people. A good
reputation is invaluable. “A
good name is more desir-
able than great riches” (Pro.
22:1).

Send your questions to:
bob@bobhardison.com
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The
Crittenden Press

125 E. Beliville St., PO. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064 e (270) 965-3191
information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9am.-5p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday
Prepaid ads of 20 words or less
are $6 for one week, with a
10¢ charge for each word over
the initial 20. Run the same ad
for consecutive issues for only
$4 each week. Now, all regular
classified ads are placed on our
Web site, www.the-press.com, at
no extra charge.

It is the policy of The Crittenden
Press Inc., to fully comply with
the Fair Housing Act and to never
knowingly publish advertisements
that discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, national origin,
sex, disability or family status. If you
believe an advertisement published
in this newspaper is discriminatory,
please contact the publisher
immediately at (270) 965-3191.

for sale

Dog pen, 10x10, $100.
(270) 952-0918. (1t-12-p)

Like new rolling walker,
$50; bedside commode,
$50; crutches, $10. (270)
96503019. (2t-13-p)

For sale: 42 old license
plates dated 1960s to cur-
rent. Some very colorful. $5
each or $200 for all. (270)
965-3019. (2t-13-p)

Quilting machine, $500.
(601) 799-8169. (2t-13-p)

ARs for sale (270) 969-
0069 (4t-13-p)

Ammo for sale (270) 969-
0069 (4t-13-p)

wanted

Hay ground needed. Will
pay by the bale. (270) 704-
1787. (8t-18-p)

auto

1994 Dodge Dakota Club
Cab 4x4, V8, auto, AC, PS,
PB, PW, new radiator, no
rust, good condition. (270)
988-3564. (2t-12-p)

real estate

2 or 3 BR, 1 bath house for
sale at 108 Kevil St., Mari-
on. $22,500. (601) 799-
8169. (2t-12-p)

employment

Help wanted 8-10 hours
a week mowing, weeding
and doing other yard work.
Mower and other equip-
ment provided. (270) 965-
4727 (13-ifc)

OWNER OPERATOR -
Must have own semi-tractor.
Forklift experience needed
— or someone raised in a
farming community. Dedi-
cated Southern IL/Western
KY. Established company.
Excellent pay and fuel re-
bate. 219-663-5678 X 17.
(4t-15-p)

Manager and hourly super-
visor needed at Crittenden
County Detention Center.
Apply at the jail through
Kellwell Food Management.
(4t-14-p)

CDL DRIVERS, EQUIP-
MENT OPERATORS, LA-
BORERS NEEDED IMME-
DIATELY! Full-time. Local
& travel positions, 1st &
2nd shift positions available
now! Strong Solid Com-
pany with a Bright Future!
Good starting wage based
on skill & experience. Must
pass background & drug
screen. Apply at Liberty
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 60
West, Marion KY or email
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more
info 270-965-3613. Equal
Opportunity Employer.
(4t-12-c)

NOW HIRING! General
Laborers, Forklift Opera-
tors, Tire Tech, Lube and
Machine Operators. Please
apply at Rocket Tire, 314
Sturgis Road, Marion, KY
Monday through Friday 7
am.-5 p.m. or Saturday 7
a.m.-12 p.m. (4t-12-p)

The Earle C. Clements Job
Corps Academy is seek-
ing employees. We offer a
competitive salary, benefits
package, and advancement

opportunities. Full-time,
part-time, and substitute
positions available. MTC is
an equal opportunity em-
ployer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran. To view
current openings and qual-
ificatons and to apply,
please Vvisit our website:
www.mtcjobs.com. “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-12-p)

Reliable workers needed!
Full-time, 1st & 2nd shift
positions available now!
Strong Solid Company with
a Bright Future! Good start-
ing wage $10 & up based
on skill & experience. Must
pass background & drug
screen. Apply at Liberty
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 60
West, Marion KY or email
resume to hmaloney@liber-
tytire.com. Call for more info
270-965-3613. Equal Op-
portunity Employer. (6-tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel

buildings, walls, sidewalks,
driveways, room additions,
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270)
724-4672, Joe Mattingly
Concrete Construction.
(12t-23-p)

bid notice

Notice of Bid: The West
Kentucky Regional Re-
cycling Corporation is ac-
cepting sealed bids for the
construction of a post frame
building. Building site is at
the West Kentucky Correc-
tion Complex in Eddyville
KY. Bids should be submit-
ted by Tuesday April 6, 2021
at 3:00 p.m. to the WKRRC
clo Trigg Co. Fiscal Court,
38 Main St. P.O. Box 672
Cadiz KY 42211 or email
tctreasurer@att.net. To ob-
tain a copy of the construc-
tion details you may either
call 270-965-5251 or email
brittany.mardis @crittenden-

countyky.org. The building
size will be a 28'x60’x16’
3-sided open front building
for storage. The WKRRC
Board reserves the right to
reject any or all bids in ac-
cordance with KRS 45-A.
(1t+-12-c)

Notice of Bid: The Critten-
den County Fiscal Court is
currently accepting sealed
bids for a 120 engine
hp/100 PTO hp, air suspen-
sion seat, MFWD, 540/1000
RPM PTO, Power Shift
Transmission, tractor. Bids
must be received by 4:00
p.m. March 30, 2021 by
mail at Crittenden Co. Fiscal
Court c/o Tractor Bid, 107
S. Main St., Ste. 208, Mar-
ion KY 42064, or email to
brittany.mardis @crittenden-
countyky.org. All bids will
be opened and read aloud
at the special meeting of the
Fiscal Court on March 31,
2021 at 8:30 a.m. The Fis-
cal Court reserves the right

%

@y

to reject or accept any or all
bids per KRS 45A. (1t-12-c)

public notice

Public Meeting Notice of the
Crittenden County Judicial
Center

Project Development Board
The Crittenden County Judi-
cial Center Project Develop-
ment Board will hold its reg-
ularly scheduled meetings
for the purpose of discuss-
ing the Crittenden County
Judicial Center Project on

MEDLEY

. PLUMBING

Experience and Trusted

for over 35 years

270-598-0393

MPL7393

April 6th, 2021 at 4:30 p.m.
CST. This meeting will be a
change from the originally
scheduled meeting date of
a second Tuesday of each
month and will occur on the
first Tuesday of each month
at this time moving forward.
Due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, this meeting is being
conducted virtually per SC

Administrative Order 2020-
63, Public can view this
virtual meeting at https:/
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCclIvZFIx8_SAleatkKVK-
KFQ/videos.

There will be an open
hearing regarding the pre-
ferred construction location
of the new Judicial facility.
(1t-12c)
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Electric co-ops can now provide broadband

The 2021 Regular Ses-
sion of the General As-
sembly is heading to the
finish line as only two
more days remain. We
met March 15th and
16th to finalize most leg-
islative work
and now we
are waiting to
see what leg-

islation, if
any, the Gov-
ernor will
veto. Should b
ynn
any of the BECHLER
bills We  KYSTATEHOUSE
passed and g"e"
ommentary

sent to him
be vetoed, we
will have the opportunity
to override those vetoes
when we return on
March 29. However, if we
pass any more bills after
returning, we won’t have
the opportunity to over-
ride any gubernatorial
vetoes because the Ken-
tucky Constitution man-
dates that the governor
has 10 days to decide
whether or not to exer-
cise his veto powers.
One exception to the
rule of gubernatorial veto
and override is that of a
constitutional amend-
ment that is to be sub-
mitted to the voters for
approval or rejection.
House Bill 91 is such a

bill. HB-91, of which I am
the primary cosponsor, is
a proposed amendment
to our constitution that
would let Kentucky vot-
ers decide if abortion is
permitted under our con-
stitution. If voters decide
abortion is not a consti-
tutional right in Ken-
tucky, a Kentucky judge
could not rule that abor-
tion is constitutional.
This, of course, is a moot
point as long as the
United States Supreme
Court Roe v. Wade ruling
is in effect. HB-91 is in
the hands of the Senate
and could be passed on
either March 29 or
March 30.

March 30 is the final
day for any official busi-
ness that is to be con-
ducted. We then adjourn
“sine die” which is ses-
sion adjournment “with-
out day.”

The Executive Budget
(House Bill 192), the Leg-
islative Budget (House
Bill 194) and the Judicial
Budget (House Bill
(House Bill 195) all
passed and have been
sent to the governor for
his action. Ivoted Yes on
all three of those bills.
While most bills can only
be vetoed in total, our
constitution allows line

item vetoes of budget
bills, so it will be interest-
ing to see what the Gov-
ernor decides to do.
House Bill 192 sets the
budget within which the
executive branch must
operate. General fund
money in this budget is
just under $12 billion
and among other things
provides for full funding
of the actuarial required
contributions (ARC) for
the Kentucky Teachers’
Retirement System and
Kentucky Employees Re-
tirement System, full
Support Education Ex-
cellence in Kentucky
(SEEK) employer match,
including $1.05 million
for new mental health
professionals, and it
maintains SEEK funding
at $4,000 per pupil. In
total, the education fund
accounts for just over $5
billion or approximately
42 percent of the state’s
general fund. HB-192
also includes $958 Mil-
lion for the reserve trust
fund, which gives the
state 29 days in emer-
gency funds instead of
the 10 to 14 days where
we had been operating.
As I have mentioned in
previous updates, this
year’s session was a 30-
day day or “short” ses-

sion in which budget bills
are not typically consid-
ered. We needed to pass
budget legislation this
year, though, because
last year the unknowns
surrounding the pan-
demic forced us into sin-
gle year budgets rather
than the two-year budg-
ets we normally pass. In
a short session, appro-
priation bills require 60
votes in the House and
twenty-three (23) in the
Senate to pass rather
than the simple majority
that is needed in the 60-
day “long session.”

I am disappointed that
there was no time to act
on the Transportation
Budget, House Bill 193,
but due to the shorter
time frame and the
higher vote requirement,
we were unable to get to
it prior to adjournment
on March 16. We will
pass HB-193 when we
return March 29 and I
hope that it will not lead
to a gubernatorial veto.

Budget bills were not
the only bills sent to the
Governor before we ad-
journed on the March 16.
I am especially happy to
report that my House Bill
472 passed the Senate
with only minor changes
to what the House earlier

approved. The House
then concurred with the
Senate changes and the
bill finally passed and
has been sent to the Gov-
ernor for his considera-
tion. I, of course, voted to
concur with the Senate
changes. As I have re-
ported before, HB-472
extends the statute of
limitations for misde-
meanor sex offenses in
criminal and civil cases,
thus allowing more time
for victims to report the
crime.

Multiple studies show
that most children who
experience sexual abuse
do not disclose it, or sig-
nificantly delay reporting
it. Because of the existing
statute of limitations on
these crimes, this often
leaves many adult vic-
tims of childhood sexual
abuse without recourse.
Under HB-472, the crim-
inal statute of limitations
for misdemeanor sex of-
fenses against minors in-
creases from five years to
10 years, which gives the
victims more time to seek
justice for these heinous
crimes. The governor
has indicated that he will
sign HB-472 and it quite
possibly will have been
signed by the time this
update is printed. HB-

472 goes into effect im-
mediately upon becom-
ing law.

One last bill I want to
mention that was passed
and sent to the Governor
is House Bill 320. I have
been working over the
years to address the
problem of the limited
(and often non-existent)
internet access in many
areas of the Common-
wealth, especially west-
ern Kentucky. As a result
of General Assembly ac-
tion last week, electric
cooperatives regulated by
the Public Service Com-
mission will now be al-

lowed to qualify for
financial assistance
available through the

Broadband Development
Fund made up of both
private and public sector
dollars. HB-320 more
than doubles the amount
of money available to the
fund raising it to $250
million. I voted yes.
Hopefully the governor
will sign the legislation.

Rep. Bechler (R-Marion) rep-
resents the 4th District, which
includes Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties. You can reach
him at at 800-372-7181, 502-
564-8100 or by visiting legisla-
ture.ky.gov where you can find
his email link.

General Assembly will direct where COVID money is spent

This week’s 30-day
Regular Session activity
ended with over 100 bills
on the governor’s desk.
Having already com-
pleted 28 legislative days,
both the House and the
Senate raced to approve
bills through the process.

We have now entered
into the veto recess pe-
riod, which means this
week was the last oppor-
tunity for lawmakers to
pass bills and still have
the opportunity to over-
ride any gubernatorial
vetoes before the final
day of the legislative ses-
sion. The Governor has
10 days to sign a bill, let
it become law without his
signature, or veto it.

The Kentucky General
Assembly approved the
second half of the state’s
24-month spending plan
this week after uncer-
tainties from COVID-19
cut budget negotiations
short nearly a year ago.

The executive budget,
contained in House Bill
192, is as a near contin-
uation budget from the
previous fiscal year with
necessary modifications.
In addition to making
structural changes that
would ensure the road
fund was spent on roads,
the executive budget
would put $134 million
into the rainy day fund
this year and another
$609 million next year.
The executive budget
also includes a two per-
cent increase in funding
for higher education
through a performance-
based model, targeted
raises for crime lab tech-
nicians, and money for
the coroner's office. This
budget also addresses
Kentucky’s severely out-
dated unemployment in-
surance system.

This budget's spending
plan would also return
coal severance money, or

the tax revenue from
mining coal,
back to coal-
producing
counties at
record per-
centages.

Senate
changes to
the budget’s
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allow the motor vehicle
commission to charge
new fees, expand the film
industry tax credit, in-
crease the cap on the his-
toric preservation tax
credit, allow a one-year
property tax exemption
for veterans service or-
ganizations, and deal
with an emergency disas-
ter relief account within
the road fund.

We are taking a careful
and conservative ap-
proach as we continue to
navigate the uncertainty
of the pandemic. The
state has received many
one-time dollars from the
federal government
through the CARES Act
and the most recent fed-
eral stimulus package.
Due to these federal
funds boosting our soci-
ety’s various sectors, the
economic outlook and
state revenue may be ar-
tificially inflated. There is
no sure way of knowing
what state revenues or
the economy will look like
once there is no stimulus
money to help prop
things up. It would be fi-
nancially irresponsible
for the state to use one-
time dollars to put Ken-
tucky taxpayers on the
hook for recurring ex-
penses in future years
when we will not lean on
federal funds.

An essential aspect of
the budget is it maintains

legislative authority on
the allocation of funds,
as required by the Con-
stitution of Kentucky.
The bill stipulates that
the General Assembly
must authorize the use of
these monies. Thirty-
seven million in federal
dollars will go toward
grants to detect, diag-
nose, trace, and monitor
COVID-19 infections in
congregate and vulnera-
ble populations. Addi-
tionally, $10 million in
state dollars will go to the
School Facilities Con-
struction Commission for
schools recently dam-
aged by flooding.

A critical element in
the economic growth of
our state is access to re-
liable internet services
for Kentuckians. Reliable
broadband can be the
difference in companies
determining to locate into
our communities. With
the reliance on virtual
learning our students
have had this past year,
it is evident how lack of
reliable internet access
only exacerbates Ken-
tucky students’ strug-
gles. While COVID-19
forced us to rely on more
virtual services, we have
also seen growth in tele-
health services. Securing
reliable internet access to
areas currently without it
can help our economy,
education, and even im-
prove health outcomes.

With this in mind, the
legislature passed House
Bill (HB) 320, allocating
$250 million of federal
money to expand access
to broadband connectiv-
ity. However, the bill stip-
ulates that no more than
$50 million can be spent
before April of next year
to make sure efforts are
deliberate, effective and
will go to the areas that
need it most. This initial
$50 million will get the

Crittenden County Detention Center Census

JAIL CENSUS March 18, 2021

State Inmates 85

Federal Inmates 60

Other County Inmates 21

Critenden County Inmates 11

TOTAL INMATES 177

IlETENTI(lN Weekenders 2

CENTER REPORT  Worcease 0

Out to Court 0

Actual Inmate Bed Count 179

The Crittenden County  Last Month REVENUE February 2021

Detention Center report  gyate Hoysing Payments $75,428.08

Is provided monthly 1o £ o) Housing Payments $97,428.08
magistrates during Crit- ’

tenden County Fiscal Federal Transport Payments $3,887.08

Court mestings. Thein-  Lyon Co. Housing Payments ~ $21,816.00

mate count was accu- Other County Housing Payments $384.00

rate for the day the Weekend/Work Release $128.00

report was created. TOTALHOUSING $195,348.16

+ Federal Inmates $49 Per diem Last Month ANM'YSIS

«Stats Inmates $31.34 Perdiem ~ Cost of Crittenden Inmates $11,680.00

+Lyon County Inmates $36.00 Numbers of Co. Housing Days 365

+Other County lnmates $3200  Daily Housing Rate $32.00

Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates 13.03

Feb. 18,2021 2021 Monthly Avg.
93.5 90.7

71.0 67.3

18.5 19.3

12.5 12.0

195.5 189.3

5.5 43

0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0

117 193.7

January 2021 2021 Monthly Avg.
$87,281.90 $83,385.29
$124,502.98 $115,478.01
$9,279.48 $7,482.01
$18,990.00 $19,932.00
$0.00 $192.00
$160.00 $149.33
$231,179.56 $219,072.64
$15,104.00 $13,962.67
472.0 436.3

32.0 32.0

15.2 14.5

ball rolling. Legislators
will return next January
to provide ample oppor-
tunity to assess the ef-
forts made between now
and then to determine
the best path forward.
The funding will be tar-
geted to utilize existing
infrastructure and the
experienced workforce
through electric co-ops.
In reality, the allocated
funds will equate to $500
million because the $250
million will be used as
matching funds for the
projects.

Other bills passed in
both the House and Sen-
ate include:

House Bill 95 aims to
help Kentuckians strug-
gling with diabetes by
capping the cost of out-
of-pocket insulin at $30
for a 30 day supply. It
applies to state-regu-
lated, comprehensive,
private health insurance
plans and the Kentucky
employee health plan. It
does not apply to
Medicare, Medicaid, or
self-funded health plans.

For too long, the high
cost of insulin has
caused patients to ration
their supply, resulting in
a loss of life. Others have
had to make desperate fi-
nancial decisions to
maintain their access to
their insulin. Kentucky
ranks 8th in the nation
in diabetes prevalence
and is the 5th highest
state in diabetes-related
deaths. Between 2000
and 2018, the percentage
of Kentuckians diag-
nosed with diabetes dou-
bled. Diabetes can be
associated with heart
failure, stroke, blindness
and more.

Senate Bill (SB) 8 pro-
vides for opting out of
mandatory vaccinations
for people with religious
or conscientiously held
beliefs. The bill main-
tains employer immu-
nization  policies for
employees of schools,
universities and health
care organizations.

Senate Bill 45 would

Damage at garden

Vandals and perhaps
would-be thieves left a
wake of damage at the
Community Victory Gar-
dens on Old Morganfield
Road.

At some point over the
past several days, intrud-
ers got into the storage
building at the garden
and damaged a side-by-
side UTV. Police Chief
Ray O’Neal said it ap-
pears that it may have
been someone trying to
hot-wire the vehicle.

Crittenden County De-
tention Center manages
the community gardens,
growing and harvesting
fruits and vegetables
which are given away free
to local residents.

require health insurance
companies to apply the
value of drug coupons to
their enrollees’  de-
ductibles, also known as
copay accumulators. SB
45 generally would not
apply if a generic drug
were available.

Senate Bill 80 would
strengthen the police de-
certification process in
Kentucky by expanding
the number of acts con-
sidered professional
wrongdoing. A second
provision would set up a
system for an officer’s
automatic decertification
under certain circum-
stances. A final provision
would prevent an officer
from skirting decertifica-
tion by resigning or retir-
ing before an internal
investigation is complete.

House Joint Resolution
77 extends certain
COVID-19 regulations an
additional 60 days. This
joint resolution, which
can carry the force of law,
will be effective only if the
court ultimately rules in
favor of the legislature on
pending litigation. The
Governor is challenging
HB 1 and SBs 1 and 2.
Those three bills, if up-
held, provide the legisla-
ture a seat at the table as
life-altering executive de-
cisions are made. It is
worth noting that Ken-
tucky is the exception to
executive authority rule
during a state of emer-
gency. The bills being
challenged by the Gover-
nor would merely bring
Kentucky more in line
with other states in re-
gards to oversight of ex-
ecutive authority during
times like these.

House Bill 328 would
re-establish the state’s
regulatory authority for
roadside billboards after
a federal court ruling
called the state’s prior
regulations into question.
One concern had been
that Kentucky was at
risk of losing as much as
$70 million in federal
transportation funding
for not meeting a federal
requirement concerning
roadside billboards.

House Bill 574 is a bi-
partisan measure that
won support among al-
most everyone but could

not clear the House and
head to the Governor’s
desk. I believe the bill will
ultimately pass and that
the Governor will not
veto the bill. If passed, it
expands access to voting
by establishing three
days for early voting, in-
cluding a Saturday. This
will ease access for work-
ing people not to miss
time at work, especially
first responders. It will
also transition Kentucky
elections toward univer-
sal paper ballots
statewide to ensure there
is always a paper trail
connected to each vote. It
also enhances state offi-
cials’ ability to remove
the names of deceased
voters from the voter
rolls. Since taking office,
Kentucky Secretary of
State Michael Adams has
removed nearly 60,000
names from its voter
rolls. These include those
who are deceased, have
moved out of the state, or
have committed crimes
that disqualify them from
voting. Prohibition and
strengthening of penal-
ties are included for “bal-
lot harvesting,” which
gathers and submits
completed absentee or
mail-in voter ballots by
third-party individuals,
volunteers, or workers,
rather than submission
by voters themselves di-
rectly to ballot collection
sites. Additionally, the
bill makes the online
voter portal permanent
for absentee ballots to
maintain transparency
and for both voters and
election officials.

Looking ahead, the
General Assembly will re-
turn on March 29 and
March 30 for the final
two days of the session
and sine die adjourn-
ment.

Sen. Robby Mills repre-
sents Crittenden and five
other counties — Caldwell,
Henderson, Livingston,
Union, Webster — in the
Fourth Senate District. If
you have any questions
or comments about these
issues or any other public
policy issue, contact him

toll-free at 1-800-372-
7181 or email
Robby.Mills@LRC.ky.gov.
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Sex offenders, burglars are
among those sentenced here

Crittenden Circuit
Court Judge Rene
Williams accepted a
number of pleas and
handed down prison sen-
tences in several cases
during a recent monthly
court session in Marion.

Dispositions of cases
are as follows:

*Ryan Renner, 27, of
Marion pleaded guilty to
theft by unlawful taking
of contents of a vehicle
($500 or more but less
than $10,000), a Class D
felony. He was sentenced
to two years. The com-
monwealth opposed pro-
bation and recommended
referral to a prison sub-
stance abuse program.
He was also ordered to
pay restitution of $950 to
the victim.

Renner also recently
pleaded guilty to a num-
ber of other charges that
stemmed from a crime
spree in  November
across multiple neigh-
borhoods in Marion. He
has additional pending
charges in other coun-
ties, according to his at-
torney.

*Christin Carol Free-
man, 22, of Marion
pleaded guilty to a charge
of first-degree criminal
mischief by complicity.
She and two other co-de-
fendants were caught on
videotape April 30 dam-
aging a church yard and
cemetery in excess of
$1,000 in damage. The
incident took place at
Crooked Creek Church.
The court is holding each
defendant responsible for
the cost of one-third of
the damage to the ceme-
tery, which amounts to
almost $385 apiece.
Freeman was given pre-
trial diversion in the
case, which means the
charge will be dropped if
the defendant completes
requirements of the five-
year diversion program.

°eAndra Lauren Star-
rett, 24, of Marion
pleaded guilty to a charge
of first-degree criminal
mischief by complicity.
She and two other co-de-
fendants were caught on
videotape April 30 dam-
aging a church yard and
cemetery in excess of
$1,000 in damage. The
incident took place at
Crooked Creek Church.
The court is holding each
defendant responsible for
the cost of one-third of
the damage to the ceme-
tery, which amounts to
almost $385 apiece.
Starrett was given pre-
trial diversion in the
case, which means the
charge will be dropped if
the defendant completes
requirements of the five-
year diversion program.

*A third case in afore-
mentioned investigation
at the cemetery has been
continued.

*Thomas M. Jepsen,
56, of Marion pleaded
guilty to a Class C felony
charge of second-degree
assault and an amended
charge of misdemeanor

second-degree criminal
simulation - which was
originally a felony charge
of tampering with physi-
cal evidence. State pros-
ecutor Zac Greenwell
recommended a five-year
sentence on the felony
and 12 months on the
misdemeanor with the
time to run concurrently.
He will be required to
serve at least 18 months
before being eligible for
probation, and also will
be required to complete a
treatment program. He
will be formally sen-
tenced at a later date on
the felony charge.

*Ricky Loomis, 35, had
his probation revoked on
a 2018 flagrant non-sup-
port conviction because
he’d recently received a
conviction for DUI. It was
the second time his pro-
bation had been revoked
for being arrested while
on probation. He was or-
dered to complete the
original five-year sen-
tence.

eJames Matthew Pigg,
39, of Marion, who had
previously pleaded guilty
to felony charges of re-
ceiving stolen property
and being a convicted
felon in possession of a
firearm, was sentenced
to one year on each
count with the time to
run concurrently. Court
records indicate that Pigg
had possession of items
stolen from a burglary re-
ported on Ky. 91 North in
2019. Investigators, act-
ing on a tip, searched
Pigg’s home on Carr
Street in September of
that year and found a
muzzleloading rifle and
other items taken in the
burglary. They also found
a 9mm rifle that Pigg told
police belonged to him.

eDavid Burnice Kirk,
52, of Marion pleaded
guilty to an amended
misdemeanor charge of
second-degree attempted
burglary and felony
counts of fleeing or evad-
ing police and wanton
endangerment of a police
officer. He was sentenced
to 12 months for the mis-
demeanor and five years
on each felony with the
time on the felonies to
run consecutively for a
total of 10 years. He orig-
inally faced first-degree
burglary, a Class B
felony. Additionally, four
other charges were
dropped. The case stems
from an Aug. 11, 2020
incident when a Frances
Road homeowner saw a
shirtless man on his
wireless security system
trying to get into his

home. Authorities were
dispatched and con-
fronted Kirk, who fled in
a vehicle and was later
caught in Livingston
County after a pursuit
that involved Crittenden
and Livingston deputies.

Kirk waived separate
sentencing. The com-
monwealth will not op-
pose shock probation
after he serves 300 days,
much of which he’s al-
ready served. Kirk will be
eligible for probation in
about a month, but will
have to complete a long-
term substance abuse
treatment program.

¢Clint McConnell, 30,
of Marion pleaded guilty
to two felony charges.
Two other charges
against him were dis-
missed as part of the plea
agreement. He pleaded
guilty to first-degree sex-
ual abuse a Class D
felony and second-degree
sodomy, a Class C felony.

Charges of first-degree
sodomy (victim under 12)
and first-degree sexual
abuse (victim under 12)
were dropped by the
state.

McConnell will be for-
mally sentenced at a
later date. He will remain
free on bond and is fac-
ing a 13-year sentence.

The charges stem from
a Crittenden County
Sheriff’s Department in-
vestigation into allega-
tions that the abuse and
contact happened on
Nov. 1, 2019 and March
27, 2020.

*Steven Wesley Stal-

lion, 64, of Marion
pleaded guilty to two
felony charges, an

amended charge of first-
degree trafficking in con-
trolled substance
(methamphetamine), first
offense, and being a con-
victed felon in possession
of a firearm. He also
pleaded guilty to misde-
meanor counts of traf-
ficking in marijuana and
possession of drug para-
phernalia. He received a
sentence of 7 years on
the trafficking felony, 5
years on the weapons
charge and 12 months
on the two misde-
meanors. The time will
run concurrent for a total
of seven years and the
commonwealth opposed
probation. Stallion
waived separate sentenc-
ing and was remanded
into the custody of state
corrections.

Additionally, Stallion
will be serving time on a
probation revocation in
another case.

In this vintage photograph, a young girl has a laugh with the men who brought her
family better drinking water. Ronnie Slayden (pictured above left) and his father,
Robert (at right), were early contractors for the local water district. They installed
nearly all of the earliest lines and connected homes in places across the two coun-
ties that never dreamed of having municipal water. Slayden later became head of
the water department and will be retiring within days. A reception is planned for him

next week in Salem.

WATER

Continued from page 1
30 years, have for
decades made one of
those historic cabins
their home between Lola
and Joy.

“My brother-in-law
and I have taken down
three cabins in the past
year and were getting
ready to put them back
up,” he said.

Work has never of-
fended Slayden. When he
left line maintenance and
became superintendent
of the water district in
2010, it took time to
adapt to the paperwork
and computers.

“l still would get out
there,” he said, pointing
to the back of the shop
where there are PVC
pipes and backhoes.

Crittenden-Livingston
Water  District was
launched in 1985 with
the construction of the
water plant. In 1986,
Slayden turned a valve in
a water line off U.S. 60
that pushed the first
drinking water toward
Marion. He has truly
been there from the
start. In the beginning,
the water district filled
about 50 miles of pipe
serving a handful of
homes in Crittenden
County from Marion to
Mott City and Frances
and in Livingston County
around Hampton and
Burna. Today, there’s
542 miles of water main
underground — one run-
ning underneath the
Cumberland River — that
serves somewhere in the
neighborhood of 8,000
customers in Crittenden,
Livingston, Caldwell and
Lyon counties.

“We have to turn in an-
nual reports to the Public
Service Commission,”
Slayden said, so it’s easy

to add up the number of
gallons.

Since the mid 1980s,
the water district has
poured more than 10.5
billion gallons of drinking
water into homes and
businesses from this side
of the Ohio River from
Ledbetter
in the
west to
Shady
Grove in
the east
and as far
south as
Grand
Rivers.

T h e
district has received mil-
lions of dollars in grants
and coal severance funds
and taken out an equal
share in loans over the
past three and half
decades to see that
nearly every home in the
two counties has piped-
in water. Before 1985,
water came from wells,
cisterns or springs. It ran
off of rooftops through
gutters or was brought in
on trucks to fill cisterns.
Water distribution was
as elementary in those
days as internet service
is today in remote areas.

“Taking everything into
consideration, we now
serve about 95 or 96 per-
cent of the homes in the
two counties,” Slayden
said.

He is just the third dis-
trict superintendent in
the service’s history, fol-
lowing Bill Brown and
Donnie Beavers, who re-
tired in 2010.

Slayden has seen his
share of crises, too. From
the ice storm of 2009 to
droughts and even Super
Bowls, he says keeping
water flowing is the obvi-
ous goal.

“In the ice storm we
ran out of water,” he still
laments. With no elec-
tricity, the plant stalled

Pierson

and despite the best ef-
forts to conserve and
reroute a cache held in
tanks spread across two
counties, some taps went
dry. Water purification
completely stopped for
about four days until a
large-capacity generator
was brought in to re-
power the plant.

An algae outbreak on
the Cumberland River,
which is the district’s
source of raw water, was
another major challenge
during his tenure. And
then, there are Super
Bowls, holidays and cold
temperatures that put
heavy demands on water.

“When WPSD comes on
showing that dripping
faucet and says it’s going
to be four-below, every-
one starts letting them
drip,” Slayden said with
a chuckle. That’s what
really taxes the water
system’s capacity. That,
and toilet flushes from
Super Bowl parties.

Yes, there is a whole lot
more to the water-mak-
ing business than most
folks might imagine.
There are strategies and
plans that must be put
in place well ahead of
disasters and family cel-
ebrations on the Fourth
of July. In the end, Slay-
den said his primary ob-
jective was to provide
safe drinking water to
the community and if
there was a leak, to re-
pair it as quickly as pos-
sible. Even if that meant

working through the
night or 18 Thours
straight.

The district will pro-
mote from within. Tyler
Pierson, an Indiana na-
tive who has been em-
ployed by the district for
six years, will become its
new superintendent in
April. He has some big
shoes to fill.

Two indicted by Crittenden grand jury

STAFF REPORT

The Crittenden County Grand Jury in-
dicted two individuals this month.

A grand jury does not determine guilt or
It merely decides whether
enough evidence exists to continue prosecu-
tion of a case in circuit court.

The following men were indicted.

innocence.

eMarcus Andrew Menser, 27, of Marion on
felony counts of first-degree trafficking in
methamphetamine (over two grams) and
first-degree trafficking in methamphetamine
(under two grams);
counts of possession of drug paraphernalia
and possession of marijuana.

*John Robert Valle, 44, of Granite City,

and misdemeanor

I11., on felony charges of first-degree traffick-
ing in methamphetamine and first-degree
fleeing or evading police; and misdemeanor
charges or violations for speeding 26 mph
over the limit, reckless driving, operating on
a suspended or revoked license, failure to

dim lights, failure to properly signal and

possession of drug paraphernalia.
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LOCAL SPORTS 5TH DISTRICT RESULTS o
BOYS
BASKETBALL ST ne p Olnt S Ort
L County 94, Livingston Central 58
2REGION TOURNEY Crittenden Gounty 82, Trigg County 63
BOYS Championship Game

Monday’s Quarterfinal Results
UHA 80, Crittenden 79

Henderson 71, Caldwell 56
Madisonville 49, Webster 44
Hopkinsville 58, Lyon 56

Semifinal Pairings at Madisonville
UHA vs Henderson County
Hopkinsville vs Madisonville
Championship

Saturday at Madisonville

GIRLS

Tuesday’s Quarterfinal Pairings
Hopkinsville at Hopkins Central
Union at Trigg County
Madisonville at Christian County
Livingston at Henderson County
Semifinals & Championship
Thursday, Friday, Monday

at Hopkins Central

All District Teams

Crittenden County had three girls
and three boys named to the All
Fifth District team last week.
Rocket seniors Gabe Mott, Preston
Turley and Tyler Boone were se-
lected and Lady Rocket seniors
Jaelyn Duncan and Nahla Wood-
ward and sophomore Tayler Guess
were recognized. From Livingston
County, Max Downey made the
boys’ team and Lauren Wring and
Victoria Joiner were girls’ picks.

All A Classic 2022

The All A Classic has already set
its pairings for next year’s small-
school basketball tournaments. The
Rockets will open at home against
Lyon County on Jan. 11. Fort
Campbell received a first-round
bye. The other opening round
games pit Livingston Central
against Caldwell County and Daw-
son Springs against University
Heights.

UHA will host the semifinal and
championship rounds.

The girls’ bracket has Crittenden
opening at University Heights. Lyon
received the bye, and Livingston
will host Fort Campbell and Daw-
son Springs will host Caldwell in
the other openers.

Lyon County will host the semifi-
nal and championship rounds.

SPRING SPORTS

Upcoming events

MONDAY, March 29

Baseball at Lyon County
Softball at Lyon County
TUESDAY, March 30

Softball hosts Murray
THURSDAY, April 1

Softball at Union County
Baseball hosts UHA

FRIDAY, April 2

Baseball at Mayfield

Softball hosts Calloway County
MS Baseball hosts UHA
SATURDAY, April 3

JV Baseball hosts Lyon County

RUNNING/WALKING

2.5K event at church

The Happy Feet Equals Learning
Feet 2.5K run and fun walk will be
held at Sugar Grove Cumberland
Presbyterian Church at 10 a.m., on
Saturday, March 27. Cost is $10.
This is a 1.5-mile run or walk and
proceeds benefit Happy Feet of
Crittenden County, a non-profit or-
ganization that helps provide shoes
for children in need. For more infor-
mation, contact Tiffany Roberts at
270-704-1360.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons

Here are some of the key hunting
opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon:

Antler Sheds Year Round
Coyote Nighttime ~ Dec. 1 - May 31
Youth Wild Turkey April 3-4
Wild Turkey April 17 - May 9
Coyote Year Round
Groundhog Year Round
Turtles Year Round

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE
www.The-Press.com Sports Tah

WATCH VARSITY SPORTS LIVE ONLINE
National Federation of High Schools Sports Network

Lyon County 79, Crittenden County 59

GIRLS
Semifinal Results
Crittenden Co. vs Livingston,forfeit
Trigg County 45, Lyon County 42
Championship Game
Trigg County 51, Livingston Central 21

Rockets 2nd
In Fifth in
last 3 of 4

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County did not match
Lyon County’s intensity off the start-
ing line and fell behind by 10 in a
hurry in last Thursday’s Fifth District
Tournament championship game at
Cadiz.

Lyon, the No. 1 ranked team in the
Second Region, went on to beat the
Rockets for a third time this season,
claiming a league tournament title for
the third time in four seasons.

Crittenden had a number of
turnovers and trailed by almost 30 to
start the the final period and lost 79-
59.

The Rockets finished runner-up in
the district tournament for the third
time in four years. CCHS won the
crown last in 2018 over the Lyons.

Crittenden Co. 12 25 36 59
Lyon County 23 37 59 79
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 16, Champion 2,
Winders, Mott 8, Beverly, Davidson, Boone 5,
Adamson, Dobyns 9, Derrington, Turley 19. FG 25.
3-pointers 7 (Morgeson 4, Dobyns 3). FT 2-6
LYON — Ray, Reddick 9, Parker, Perry 36, Bingham
7, Radivonyk, Baker 12, B.Shoulders 12, Haines,
J.Shoulders 13, Burchett, Gilbert 2, Wilson. FG 32.
3-pointers 6 (Perry 3, Bingham, B.Shoulders 2). FT
9-12.

UHA stops Rockets in nail-biter

STAFF REPORT

Despite trailing by 16 in
the second half, the Rock-
ets waged a valiant come-
back attempt that fell just
one point short of shocking
the Second Region as Uni-
versity Heights prevailed
80-79 in the tournament’s
opening round Monday at
Hopkinsville.

Crittenden led by four
early but was down two at
the half.

The Blazers went on a
couple of big runs in the
third period and built a
considerable lead, but
missed a number of foul
shots down the stretch
that left the door open for
CCHS, which scored 31
points in a fourth-period
flurry.

“We knew they had some
guys who statistically were
not great foul shooters,”
said Rocket coach Denis
Hodge.

The CCHS coaching staff
decided to adopt a fouling
strategy with about four
minutes to go as the Rock-
ets trailed by double digits.
It worked.

Crittenden was back to
within five with just over a
minute to play but Preston
Morgeson and Preston Tur-
ley each nailed three-point-
ers in the final minute,
giving Crittenden a chance
at the end. However, a late
three missed its make, but
Turley got his own rebound
and scored a two-point
putback as time expired.

Turley, the Rockets’ sen-
ior center, finished with 31
and got 20 of those in the
final period.

Senior guard Gabe Mott
scored 11 points in the sec-
ond quarter and finished
with 19.

Crittenden played the
final minutes without sen-

Preston Turley scored a game-high 31 at UHA.

ior Tyler Boone, who was
carried off the floor with an
ankle injury and never re-
turned. Mott also fouled
out late and Hodge pointed
to senior Braxton Winders
for doing a good job han-
dling the ball down the
stretch.

“l am extremely proud,”
Hodge said. “Ben Dobyns
came in and hit a couple of
threes to get us going and
we just kept grinding and
never gave up.”

The season ends for
CCHS with a 13-10 record.

The Rockets posted a win-
ning season for the second
straight year, the first time
they have done that in 15
years.

UHA improved to 13-9
and will play Henderson in
the regional semifinals.

Crittenden County 16 34 48 79
University Heights 19 36 63 80
CRITTENDEN - Turley 31, Mott 19,
Morgeson 13, Boone 8, Dobyns 6,
Champion 2, Winders.

UHA - Bryan 23, Crump 15, McGee
13, Grubbs 13, D.J. Quarles 10, Brax-
ton 2, Q. Quarles 2, Duncan 2.

Members of the Crittenden County Track Team are (front from left) Ella Geary, Jayden Duncan, Mary Martinez, Kaitlyn Wood, Kara
Fulkerson, Cheyenne Starkey, Aerie Suggs, Glenn Starkey, Landon Starkey, Ethan Long, Jaxon Hatfield, Cole Swinford, (second
row) coaches Noah Hadfield and Lee Ann Keller, Kate Keller, Karsyn Potter, Grace Driskill, Leauna West, Payton Maness, Sam Im-
pastato, Noah Perkins, Eli Moss, Rowen Perkins, Lane West, Isaac Sarles, coaches Sandra Martinez and Nick Martinez, (back) Macie

Conger, Lacey Lynn, Nate Faith, Jordan Hardesty, Noah McGowan, Dennon Wilson and Kaleb Nesbitt.

Track team will rely on few vets, host of youngsters

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County High School’s track
and field team will be at both ends of the
spectrum this season.

On one end is one of the most success-
ful female distance runners in school
history. That’s senior Kate Keller.

On the other hand, third-year coach
Sandra Martinez has one of the youngest
teams in recent memory.

A school record holder in six indoor
and outdoor track events, Keller will be
the centerpiece of a team that missed its
2020 season because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The track squad has just four seniors
and a total of 20 high school athletes on
the roster. The balance is middle school-
ers.

Keller holds school records in the
1,600, one mile, 1,500, 3,200, two mile
and 5,000-meter events. This year, Mar-
tinez is adding the 800-meter event to
her race schedule, and she expects good
things from Keller in that event, too.

Keller finishes 7th

Crittenden County senior Kate Keller ran
against some of Kentucky’s top distance
runners on Saturday in a 5K race at North
Oldham High School. She finished seventh
with a time of 20:41.49.

For the first time, Martinez will take
middle schoolers to a few middle-school
only races.

“We’ve got a young group but we’ve
been growing every day at practice,” Mar-
tinez said. “We’ve got so many new ath-
letes, so I'm thankful for a really long
season because we’re going to need time
to figure out what everyone’s strengths
are and what everyone’s events are. I
think we’re going to have some surprises
this season.”

A newcomer to CCHS’ track program is
6-foot-6 senior Noah McGowan, who peo-
ple recognize from the Rocket football
roster. It’s his first time to participate in

track and field, so Martinez is still finding
the best spot for him. He will compete in
shot put and likely some other events.
The coach is excited about the growth
of athletes in the shot and discus; how-
ever, she says there are several young
throwers trying to figure out technique.
Returning junior Sam Impastato will
be joined by newcomers Isaac Sarles and
Lane West in throwing competitions.
Females to watch this season are Kara
Fulkerson in the 800 meters and Grace
Driskill and Karsyn Potter in sprints.
For the boys, watch for sprinters Eli
Moss and Kaleb Nesbitt; Nate Faith in
high jump and distance events; and the
Perkins brothers, Noah and Rowen, long
jumping and running middle distance
events. Preston Morgeson will also be a
strong contender to repeat as a state
qualifing runner.
It’s a longer season than usual. Re-
gionals are June S5 at Murray High
School.

COVID wipes out postseason for Lady Rockets

STAFF REPORT

Due to COVID-19 protocol,
Crittenden County’s girls bas-
ketball team had to withdraw
late last week from postsea-
son play.

Coach Shannon Hodge
made the announcement just
before noon Thursday, less
than 30 hours from the
scheduled tipoff of her team’s

abruptly postponed for three
days earlier last week as
school officials and coaches
from across the Fifth District
scrambled to find a way that
the tournament could pro-
ceed with Crittenden County
in the lineup when it became
apparent that COVID issues
had emerged. As it turned
out, those attempts were not

great deal
them.”

Classic
final four.

coaches in our district are all
good friends and I have a
of respect for

The Lady Rocket basketball
season, one of the best in
school history, ended with the
girls boasting a 16-4 record
and having played in the All A
State Tournament

the All A regional champi-
onship, playing in the state
semifinal, sweeping the dis-
trict during regular season,
getting the No. 1 seed for the
tournament and being the No.
2 ranked team in the region
(RPI) heading into postseason.
None of that can be taken
away by the pandemic.”

The Fifth District Girls’ Bas-

opening game in the Fifth Dis-
trict Tournament. No further
details were released due to
privacy issues.

The tournament was

enough to overcome conse-
quences of the pandemic.
“We are grateful for them
giving us an opportunity to
try to play,” Hodge said. “The

“Nothing can happen that
will take away or tarnish what
this team has accomplished,”
Hodge said. “We have had a
wonderful year, having won

ketball Tournament went on
as rescheduled Friday night
at Cadiz. Trigg County won
the tournament for a third
straight year.
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Riverview Park pier is
1 step closer to launch

STAFF REPORT

After a number of set-
backs that delayed the
start of construction of a
docking facility on the
Ohio River at Riverview
Park, it appears work will
begin soon and the pier
will be ready for boaters
this summer.

Crittenden County
magistrates discussed
the matter at last week’s
regular, monthly meeting
of the fiscal court.

Travis Boat Docks and
Lifts of Benton submitted
the only competitive bid
to provide the aluminum
dock. The price was
$39,002. That does not
include some prepara-
tion work, which will be
done by the county road
Crew.

Magistrates formally
accepted the bid.

The dock will be a

Fiscal Court

10x40-foot floating plat-
form with a four-foot
wide and 80-foot long
walkway. There is a sim-
ilar type dock at
Caseyville in  Union
County, just up river
from the proposed site
for this one.

The pier will be re-
moved seasonally to pre-
vent it from Dbeing
damaged by high water
on the river.

*Magistrates approved
the purchase of a new
police cruiser for Sheriff
Wayne Agent. The sher-
iff’s vehicle was totaled in
a crash a few weeks ago
on an icy highway.

The county accepted a
contract price of $28,975
for a Dodge 1500 crew

cab 4x4 pickup with bed
storage and a special
service (police) package.
It will be delivered from
Morelan Dodge in Sike-
ston, Mo.

The county received
$11,000, minus the de-
ductible, for an insur-
ance claim on the
accident.

*The county will move
forward with closing a
portion of Maple Lake
Road in rural Crittenden
County. The request was
made by a landowner
who lives at the end of
the road. Two observers
were commissioned by
the county to examine
the merits of closing the
road. They and the
county road department
concur that closing it will
have no ill effects on
transportation in the
area.

‘Killed by the Harps’

New this season at the Crittenden County Historical Museum on East Bellville Street in
Marion is the gravestone of Ester Love. The stone was originally placed at Love’s burial
plot at the Piney Fork Cumberland Presbyterian Church Cemetery. She died in 1844. What
makes the stone so interesting is that Mrs. Love had it inscribed with the words “My hus-
band Wm. Love was Killed by the Harps” in August 1799. The Harps were a set of notori-
ous outlaw brothers and are said to have slain Mr. Love, a surveyor, at an inn in Webster
County, purportedly because he was snoring. The story of the Harps’ murderous campaign
in frontier western Kentucky is well documented in a number of books, some of which are
available at the museum. A new stone was placed at Love’s burial site and the former do-
nated to the museum. The museum opens for the season April 7. Its hours are 10 a.m.,
until 3 p.m., Wednesdays through Saturdays. You can call the museum at 270-965-9257.
It is located at 124 East Bellville Street across from The Crittenden Press. There are arti-
facts and historical memorabilia on display in a number of rooms on two floors of the mu-
seum, which is housed inside the former Presbyterian Church. The building itself is a
historical structure having been the earliest church in the city. It was built in 1881. When
the church closed in 2002, the building was donated to the Crittenden County Historical
Society and turned into a museum.

Letter to the Editor

Underdown
is treasure
to community

To the Editor:

We have a treasure
in Crittenden County
in local historian
Brenda Underdown.

I look forward to
reading Forgotten Pas-
sages column in the
newspaper every week

We are truly fortu-
nate to have her, and I
just wanted to thank
her.

Victor Polk
Sturgis, Ky.

Letters-oicy

The Crittenden Press accepts
and encourages letters to the
editor on a variety of subjects.
Letters should be submitted by 5
p.m., Friday the week before
publication. Submissions must
include only the author’s name
(no multiple names or groups),
address, including hometown,
phone number and signature.
Phone numbers will not be pub-
lished. They are for our records
only in order to authenticate a
letter’s author. Letters should be
written in good taste and in most
cases should not exceed 300
words. Letters will be edited for
spelling and grammar and The
Crittenden Press reserves the
right to reject or edit letters for
clarity, brevity and otherwise at
our discretion.

TIME

Continued from page 1

everyone knows we are
all just trying to make it.
We all desire to raise suc-
cessful children, have a
beautiful, clean, organ-
ized home and a mar-
riage that will stand the
test of time, trials and

tribulation, still carrying
God and love at the fore-
front.

Doing all of the above
would create the most
impressive resume a
woman can hold. My
mother meets all the
standards. [ am proud to
be hers. Funny how eye-
opening a nap can really
be.

Get The Press eMailed directly to your inhox
Avoid delays in delivery - Always have it on time
(all today 270.965.3191 to inquire about a new eMail subscription
or how to change from a traditional mailed subscription to eMail

FIVE-COUNTY AREA

Most info in this graphic current as of March 19. *Updates with March 23

Confirmed
County Cases Ever
Caldwell 1,165
Crittenden 633*
Livingston 741
Lyon 1,477
Trigg 1,117
Total 5,131

Currently in Currently
Homelsolation  Hospitalized
18 2
16 1

2 0
502 1
28 1
566 5

Recovered

Cases Deaths

1,120 25
592 22
721 18
958 16

1,079 9

4,470 90

Source: Pennyrile District

Almost anyone can get vaccine

COVID-19 cases remain
moderate here and vaccine
is available for a much
broader segment of the
community.

There have been a hand-
ful of new cases reported
early this week, bringing the
county’s seven-day total to
14 for the period ending
Monday.

Anyone 50 and over or an
essential worker of any age
can now call the health de-
partment for an appoint-
ment. Even if you think you
do not qualify by age or oc-
cupation, call the health de-
partment and speak to a
clerk. You may indeed qual-
ify immediately. If not, your
name can be put on a wait
list. Local public health offi-
cials say individuals on the
wait list are being called
daily to receive a vaccine.

Both the two-dose Mod-
erna and one-dose Johnson
& Johnson vaccine are
available at the health de-
partment.

The hospital and Glenn’s
Pharmacies are also offer-
ing vaccine.

It was announced yester-
day that 1 in every 4 Ken-
tuckians has already been
vaccinated.

“Adults of any age in any
phase who want to be vac-
cinated should fill out the
wait list form or call their
local health department dur-
ing business hours even if
they do not currently fall into
the current state vaccine
phase,” said Elisha Kite,
who is public health director
for the Pennyrile area.

“Once our local health de-
partments have scheduled
all persons on their wait list
in the current phase, they
will begin calling others out-
side of the current phase to
administer any extra vac-
cine for that week. We are
often vaccinating all per-
sons on the wait list within a
week of signing up,” Kite

HOW TO GET
VACCINATED

Call any of the area health
departments or local health-
care providers below to
schedule an appointment or
put your name on a wait list.

HEALTH DEPARTMENTS
Caldwell 270-365-6571
Crittenden 270-965-5215
Livingston 270-928-2193
Lyon 270-388-9763
Trigg 270-522-8121

REGIONAL SITES

Crittenden Hospital
270-965-1014
www.crittenden-health.org

Glenn’s Prescription Center
Glennspharmacies.com
270-988-3226

Glenn’s Apothecary
Glennspharmacies.com
270-965-4101

Caldwell Medical Center
270-365-0428

Princeton Walmart
270-365-7692

Deaconess Union County
270-389-5120

Baptist Health Madisonville
270-825-6637

said.

The entire vaccination
process takes less than 10
minutes. You will be asked
to remain in your vehicle
until an attendant brings
you a brief questionnaire to
complete. Once that is done
you enter the building, pro-
vide your insurance card
and Kentucky driver’s li-
cense, then get the shot.

You will be asked to wait
in the parking lot for 15 min-
utes following the injection
to make sure there are no
temporary side effects.

There is no charge for the
vaccine.

Typically, Thursday is the
vaccination day at the Crit-
tenden County Health De-
partment, Livingston is
vaccinating on Mondays at
the high school gym.

ARE YOU
SELF-EMPLOYED?

(SOLE PROPRIETOR, INDEPENDENT
CONTRACTOR, FARMER, OR RANCHER)

A small outbreak in cases
among teens last week
prompted Crittenden
County School District to
forgo in-person learning for
all Crittenden County High
School students on Friday.
The school district said it
closed for a deep clean at
the school. That came on
the heels of the girls’ bas-
ketball team having to with-
draw from post-season play
due to pandemic protocol.

The state’s COVID posi-
tivity rate, based on a
seven-day rolling average,
was 2.97 percent early this
week, down from the 3.4
percent late last week and
the lowest since early last
summer.

“Given Sunday’s number
of new cases, 316, we have
our tenth straight week of
declining cases,” Gov. Andy
Beshear said in a Facebook
video. “Our positivity rate is
the lowest since July 3. All
of that is good news.”

There were only three
counties that reported dou-
ble digit numbers of new
cases to state public health
officials:  Jefferson 67,
Fayette 32, and Warren 13.
That brings Kentucky'’s total
of positive cases to
420,828, since the first one
was reported in Harrison
County on March 6, 2020.

Crittenden and most sur-
rounding counties remain in
the Yellow or perhaps Or-
ange on the statewide,
color-coded COVID map.
Yellow is the next to lowest
option on the map. Lyon
County remains in Red due
to an outbreak at the prison
and correctional complex.

The number of new
deaths statewide was 16 on
Sunday. There were also
two more added due to the
ongoing audit of death cer-
tificates. That means Ken-
tucky’s pandemic total is
now 5,738.

Did you know you could qualify for a forgivable*

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Loan?**

It's an easy process and there is still time to apply!

Call Charlie at 270-965-1222 to schedule

an appointment with a local lender.

*Loan forgivable if funds are utilized for eligible expenses.

** | oans are subject to requirements and availability of funds under the SBA program.

www.efirstunitedbank.com

FIRST UNITED BANK

— AND TRUST COMPANY ———

ch LENDER
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